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Division of Children and Family Services:
Child Welfare Overview



 Ensure child safety in the family home with primary prevention 

 Improve family engagement to preserve and strengthen the family so parents can 
safely raise their children in their home without entering child welfare

 Provide the most appropriate supports and services in the family home to reduce 
the potential trauma experienced by children and parents

 Lower caseloads so CFS teammates can spend more time with their families 
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Court involved
 Safety concern that cannot be addressed through safety plan
 Law enforcement removes child from home due to safety concern
 Parents unable or unwilling to meet child’s needs through safety plan
 Violation of safety plan
 County attorney files a petition for court involvement

Non-court involved
 Parents have protective capacities
 Families acknowledge concern and express desire to improve family function
 Support resources provided, accepted by parents 
 Safety network willing/available to participate to ensure child safety
 CFS safety assessment identifies safety/support network
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Graph includes children who whose non-court status ended between 1/1/2018 and 12/31/2018. 
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Cases open between 1/1/2018 and 12/31/2018.
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Services were paid between 1/1/2018 and 12/31/2018. Services paid for by PromiseShip are excluded.

Service Type Amount Paid

Parenting Services $1,725,791

Intensive Family Preservation/Reunification $709,789

Out of Home Care $251, 252

Drug Testing $159,110

Transportation $91,322

Safety Services $73,193

Support Services $55,546

Household/Personal Needs $37,402

Psychological Services $18,573

Child Supervision $17,242

Respite Services $10,360

Total $3,149,579

Family Services Paid for Youth Involved in Non-court Cases
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CFSS Monthly Turnover Rate (DHHS Staff Only)

Year Month

Count of 
CFSS at End 
of Month

CFSS Separating 
Position During 

Month
CFSS Monthly 

Turnover 

2018 January 422 12 2.8%

2018 February 419 18 4.3%
2018 March 422 11 2.6%
2018 April 411 17 4.1%
2018 May 415 9 2.2%
2018 June 424 9 2.1%
2018 July 427 7 1.6%
2018 August 428 19 4.4%

2018 September 430 10 2.3%

2018 October 427 11 2.6%

2018 November 417 14 4.1%

2018 December 417 11 3.4%

Note: Data excludes PromiseShip Staff and includes all CFS employees with the CFSS Position Title  
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Enacted into law February 9, 2018

All the provisions have different effective dates

New federal funds to increase, not replace, state funds for prevention

Purpose is to provide support to children and families to prevent foster care 
placements

Family First Prevention Services Act
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Most significant federal child welfare legislation 
in decades 

Substantial changes to federal child welfare 
financing

Currently States can only receive federal foster care 
funding for children placed in foster care who were 

removed from very low income families and to 
support adoption/guardianship

FFPSA: Monumental Shift in Child Welfare Funding
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Goals of FFPSA
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Families Behind the Data

Non-court, Omaha

 Prior HHS ward homeless, tested positive 
for cocaine and marijuana after giving 
birth

 CFSS worked with mother to set up co-
occurring evaluations with healthcare 
provider

 Helped mother locate affordable housing, 
find a job and identify appropriate 
informal supports

 Connected mother to ongoing resources  

 Mother was successful maintaining her 
new baby safely in her care and was very 
engaged in services throughout the case

Non-court, Kearney

 Father was in jail, mother left 
daughter with extended family

 CFSS engaged both parents to 
encourage them to better 
themselves

 County attorney wanted to file to 
make child ward, CFSS assured 
parents were coming around

 Father release from jail, mother 
completed alcohol and drug 
treatment, both committed to 
following case plan

 Mom and dad still separated, but 
now working together to do what’s 
best for their daughter

AR, Nebraska City

 Client has a long history of contact 
with the department 

 Very negative feeling toward DHHS

 Volunteer guardianship of 
grandchildren 

 On the verge of removal 

 Meet monthly to provide supports 

 Have not needed to open an 
ongoing case

 AR helped with funds during the  
holidays

 Dad was able to get a new job 

 Built up parents’ relationship with 
school 

 Family thankful after learning 
about new resources

AR, Lincoln

 Called due to school attendance 
issues 

 Lived in roach-infested housing

 Very standoffish, untrusting of 
CFSS

 Found new housing, CarePortal 
helped with furnishings 



23

dhhs.ne.gov

@NEDHHS@NEDHHS NebraskaDHHS
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